Transcription of a letter from Edward H. Estes' to his sister
Williamport Md, July 11th 1863
Dear Sister

Your kind & affectionate letter came to hand to day Which was perused with more than ordinary
interest as it has been a long time since hearing from you all before. I am exceedingly glad to hear
that you are all well & that the late call is creating such consternation among the substituters. I hope
they will soon begin to realize the existance of war by which thousand upon thousands of the bravest
& best spirits of the south are being daily sacrifice [sic] for their country while those miserable
sneaks chuckle, and gloats [sic] with delight over the news of goury [sic] field. for they know that it
makes widows & orphans whom they can the more easily defraud. I understand that a great many
are selling out up that way with the intension of moving south. I reckon they think that they will not
liable there for military service but they will find it no go. As this war will never terminate while
Abe is in power. I wrote a very hurried letter to Pa & Ma after the fight informing them of Joe's and
my safety which I hope they have gotten by this. Oh it is a sad thing now to look at our Division
Only a few hundred answer to the rolls where thousands answered a few days ago. it was one of
finest divisions in army before it was cut up so. Genl Lee thought all & all of it. Our poor Col* was
shot dead right through the head while gallantly leading his brave boys on to bloody graves. What
few of regt is left, can hardly speak of him without shedding tear. There never was a better man or
one more universally beloved Col. Whittle’ was wounded badly in two places. Every Brigadier in
the Div was killed & wounded. Genl Armistead immortalized himself with every one on the field
from Lee down for [his]( struck through his) gallantry of himself & brigade. He fell on the yankee
breast-works waving his hat. T am glad to hear that he is wounded & not killed. Kemper & Garnett”
were killed nearly every Col in the Div.

God forbid that I should ever see another such bloody field. We could have held the breastworks and
all of their cannon if the the [sic] brigade of N C had not shown the white feather before they got
properly on the field. they were to support our Div. All they had to do were to come up on a line with
us and hold position we had gained. for we could not do it after having lost 4/5 of our men. Genl
Pickett was in the thickest fight & escaped unhurt. When he came out and saw how few of us were
left he wept like a child, & said he wished they had of killed him too. Genl Lee & Longstreet were
present on the field. I take no interest at all in the company as I use to. For it make me almost cry to
look at it. but thanks be to God our Div is not all of Lee's army. other Div are not hurt badly at all.
My Regt is here doing provost duty & in fact (whole) brigade. Garnett Brigade has gone to
winchester with prisoners, Kemper’s, is on the other side river guarding waggons. James is here
attending the wounded. I shall enclose my letter in his. my love to all. Give my love to Sue and tell
her she had better try & content herself in old Virginia. I am afraid Joe will never be able for service
again. As the Dr (?) think that his arm will be stiff. Good bye may God bless is the prayer of your
affectionate bro.

Edward H. Estes

! Full Sergeant 3" Class, Edward H. Estes Company K, 38" Virginia Infantry

? Colonel Edward Claxton Edmonds, 38" Virginia Infantry

* Lt. Colonel Powhatan Bolling Whittle, 38" Virginia Infantry

¢ Brigadier General James Kemper (only wounded) and Brigadier General Richard Garnett

American Civil War Museum Turning Points



Uitsainfior? / 4 117545

s il

% v /26//,’,;/4 V- //fc!/wmé JZCM
| (e lo %d//fl v a’az (/V%/ﬂ/ gl d Jr2redl k.

f MW Y e [/a 2 v riar ty Attler {Z/Z, &

il DR R AR el QR BNy PN e
W 7>
///ﬂm /ﬂ/m @t 47//?&,— /Qﬂ/ Lyboelviid £y
?{éﬂ&(/ 7 ./cw Tiln7 2 //rzt/é’/z/t, all wcti’(/'@/«ééa
Z/ Z{I/{Lq Cell. o Crtuteets L bi. Corialys zedian,
(il Her. é;b/rdépécma; / /4%4/- /Z;7 Le2b0
Ireerd betrers lo oéﬂ/z{' o e e/zwzzzz% LAY
//, Lo ets //2%4%4& /L///'u //fcrmfmai/ %
Zé& Lot Jov d/wz/o g 7% devidie
@ bcricy &’zoa/7 Lulrifr el ofrs Hittr Ceets
Yot Zo ol /%[@é(” Procoeralite. //zza/f.d ﬁ/M
anﬂf il o ceilfle a’a&,o%,/ Vs w2 ZZA deed
;ﬂw / j/ ce L2y ﬁ/l %W%f //L? YR
N 2 // 1) fL Srczs2 ;742
Ciir 205 ormrre Maé/? Ofeﬂaz,ulfr/ szé’;a
Vit et sisaniy Gitstelliy os0

Letter from Edward H. Estes to his sister
American Civil War Museum

American Civil War Museum Turning Points



4 Ha7 2eesy il cesturtoene tif sy
Do ke //z/’; PN, /Zz? e
Y. L /m AR
/zz[ Zfé?/// wzll ZZM// 7 Pav Gre (LT s

v

L6t w7l picnid Boprrenile piAnie A fe

| : W : :

LN ftod /;/;WZ% / LIt & e i %mofwl,
%Z‘/z 47//%/0 C%Z%z? 42/,(/{:/7_ l’é%/ Zé ,/ é 4{(

Z,

zz? A/Ja‘zfz /ﬁ ieie Sz, /%W //,é sl v
Do %/?7 leoor 2o AP ROY . TOIA s
é/&z/7 a gewr %ﬁ//t/%ﬁ—’fi eele (2rr020t Z/'_-’/Z{:—.
Fedld o4 %@/x‘// /Z/éé%&{/h/’/ J Erezeerce el 22
%};pr Qi) 0 Bl 4L ctstd 44:»f~://“z‘g_. ._,/
(lezez M//zﬁ 4/44 2 /Zt/ﬂ/ e Lj— fzfé/,?
Gt eets. i, 47 2elolce Lo bifiallr
blle i 24 ﬁa‘ﬂ’%ﬁﬂ'/ﬂ/&ﬁﬂf/ D7 daeadl
igfid ireng o e dtad. latidle Galionte
iy / : /4%1 Zﬁ/é I s b ,,//zrﬁzéz/
ke Am//w, s oS e K ﬂa77 e é@lgﬂ%
lns. Hose. gectds soams io Loites %zm/

S P veees ging ZMWM/Q/LK[;/ fetized

Letter from Edward H. Estes to his sister
American Civil War Museum



éf //% S LHD frvrerated badlr 2oy
lere fila b co. LN, SN AT X,
e hap e i %m V= LRSI |
iz 7™ 42177 ed / se /. elve ? 772¢
s T feclel Q/;fkm Lee Aezeze fgfy A

, 22 ez é/ﬂ/%f%éé 7/@44712’:%% dovs:
Caz, / st 7 Bkl Lovin 7 de £ Lrririids

/ﬁpféw{ trevr iy tiere; (Bt voe %/)/’zy

2 e e W 5 e
;f.?ﬂ/ o buct TTint J 2ty vecld Bt & 2ot s

PYIAR VLT IR, W W
—~ /Mdﬁga 1 LoerAg G bl Hozer (Razzoz;
b //?22‘#3%5 A%dﬂa 7 /; é }af% prus D faretn
W) (15 %27 Lot o giin o 20 Crrzzze, .
/4% wd a3 horte Suidrn de o sl Bt s
W&//—;}w 1€ Loat » @erce ol o
Jied de il ¢ &ZZZ é@/&fl'//z// L s
Grrezs.. 4 g22( GO Y Ay 7y D e R LS5 ) Ny
/7/22;74 Cdu eed &m//’wld %M/&/Z Lov (Veszze

2012105

v il (Pt L

Letter from Edward H. Estes to his sister
American Civil War Museum

American Civil War Museum Turning Points



ister

.

AN

.

H. Estes to h

1 War Museum

Letter from Edward

ivi

can C

Ameri



Ambrotype of Edward H. Estes
American Civil War Museum

American Civil War Museum Turning Points





